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Latin America has created and maintains a 
non-commercial infrastructure where 
scientific publishing belongs to academic 
institutions and not to large publishers 

Arianna Becerril (REDALYC-AMELICA)- https://bit.ly/2YTr2hk



LATIN AMERICA 
- community owned and governed open access: bibliodiversity + 

multilingualism

- region with highest % of open access adoption in scholarly  journals 
published in the region, with no APCs and no outsourcing to commercial 
publishers

- university leadership of open access
* open access journal platforms (university and national -OJS + regional 

Latindex,  Redalyc-AmeliCA, SciELO)
* institutional repositories (La Referencia-COAR)

- national and institutional open access policies prioritize open access 
repositories for publications and data

- more recently, open science is promoted in the region 
* research data platforms (institutional, national)
* co-production of knowledge with other societal actors

Latin America: schorlar-led, publicly funded, non-profit, open access infrastructures 

community governance contributes to equity, inclusion, bibliodiversity and 

multilingualism



KNOWLEDGE FOR THE 
PUBLIC GOOD

Who is using those articles
published in peer-
reviewed open access
journals from regional 
indexing services?

Contribution to education, 
research, professional
practice and citizens
needs



Open science and open access policies – Report (2020, in 
Spanish)

The topic of open research data is present in the 
national Open Access legislation approved in 
Peru (2013), Argentina (2013), Mexico (2014), 
Colombia (2022),  and in discussions (eg. Chile, 
Argentina, Brazil).  



Research data in repositories

• National/State research data repositories
• National systems of institutional repositories in 11 countries of LAC, with incipient

collections of datasets, as reflected in La Referencia

• Eg. of National data repositories: National Systems of Data Repositories in Argentina 
(biological, genomic, sea data)

• Eg. of State data repository: Rede de Repositórios de Dados Científicos do Estado de São 
Paulo, Brazil), 

• Data repositories
• Eg.: Dataverse used in 18 data repositories in Latin America

• Subject data repositories, integrated to international subject repositories, eg.:
• SiBBr-GBIF: The Brazilian Biodiversity Information System, member of the Global 

Biodiversity Information Facility



Eg. of present challenges in research data management, and 
need of collaboration and international cooperation

• Open science brings bibiodiversity and datadiversity.

• The cost implicated in reliable and sustainable infrastructures. Eg: servers with more capacity, 
strong connectivity, more expensive backup mechanisms. New functionalities and value added
services needed in repositories, or the cost of developing research data repositories

• Scarce resources to develop/adapt institutional repositories for diverse research outputs, eg. 
Publications, data, preprints, multimedia, each with its particular requirements.

• Train users/trainers at the national and institutional level, eg.: La Referencia/RDA, ECLAC/LEARN 
(LERU), CODATA 

• Promote FAIR and CARE principles

• Research data working groups to share experiences and resources

• Awareness and training activities for researchers and repositories staff (cultural change)

• Specific funding

• Specific programs for social sciences research data resulting from co-creation of knowledge with
societal actors other than academics (methodologies and data management)



Eg. of concerns in relation to research data 
management

• Costs of research data management, training, new functionalities
needed in repositories for data and preprints, cost of identifiers

• Extractivism of data – the commodification of interactions and 
contents – hidden work in participation in international open science 
programs.

• Who provides data for collaborative research and participates in the 
project's design and management? 

• Issues of diversity and inclusiveness in contents, management of
research data, and decisions about technologies and methodologies
to be used to reduce inequities.





Aligning RRA with 
Open Science



2005

Declaración del Salvador 
sobre Acceso Abierto: la 
perspectiva del mundo 
en Desarrollo

2013-2014

Acceso Abierto y la creación del Repositorio Nacional (2013). 
La Ley 30.035. Perú

Ley de Repositorios Digitales Abiertos 26.899. Argentina

DECRETO 20.5.2014 reforma Ley CyT, Gral. de Educación y Ley 
Orgánica Conacyt. México 

2018

Declaración de Panamá 
sobre Ciencia Abierta

2020–2022

Declaración de Principios 
FOLEC-CLACSO

2021

UNESCO. Recomendación 
de Ciencia Abierta

Manifiesto sobre 
evaluación de las Revistas 
ALAEC

2022

Pol. AA y datos de 
Investigación. ANID Chile 
Res. 3906/22

Pol. Nac de Ciencia Abierta. 
Res.0777 Colombia

Regional landscape











Recommendations

Transition toward more comprehensive evaluation and funding of research (portfolio) 

Diversify methodologies for evaluating scientific production and circulation.

.Hierarchize publication in journals indexed in international/regional/national databases 

in OA modalities without APCs and consider open evaluation processes. Encourage data 

sharing, reward availability of open data and provisional results in open platforms and 

FAIR principles; open source software and creation of other tools open to users. Regulate 

self-archiving in OA repositories and under CC.

Recognize and value active participation of citizens and users in research 

processes. Team science, inclusive and equitable, recognition of diverse 

contributions and interdisciplinarity.



Monitoring: Experiences, areas and data
• National level: initial 

and experimental stage 
- Advisory Committees 
for OS

• FOLEC survey on RRA 
initiates and practices in 
LAC aligned with OS to 
be launched, oriented 
to OA journal editors, 
universities, research 
centers and STI 
institutions. 



What is needed for open, participatory and 
collaborative research ASSESSMENT IN LAC?

Transition to more comprehensive research assessment and funding.

Incremental changes that harmonize and coordinate policies and methodologies toward shared principles of RRA and OS. 

Diversity of research assessment approaches, in dialogue with existing STI trajectories and instruments. 

New methodologies & data for better assessing inter/multi/transdisciplinary science, environmental and local issues.

Shared, interoperable, sustainable, federated infrastructures that support bibliodiversity and multilingualism.

Participatory and bottom-up designs, broaden participation of citizens & society and research groups underrepresented. 
Science as human right: collective benefit
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