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Abstract

The objective of this work is to provide an account of the academic media (speci!cally
magazines) that have dedicated themselves to publishing studies relating to the economy,
politics, culture and history of India, particularly from a Mexican point of view. This is
accomplished through a documentary review of journals specializing in international
relations, transpaci!c relations or disciplines such as political science, social sciences,
and history, among others, in the period from 2000 to 2016. A quantitative analysis of the
results is generated by means of tables, graphs and percentages. Based on the foregoing it
is concluded that although progress has been made in the generation of knowledge about
India in Mexican journals, that progress has been just a beginning. Much research
regarding Indian studies in Mexico still needs to be done, since such research could help to
potentiate and energize the bilateral relationship.
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Located in very different geographical areas, the mutual approach has so far been
accelerated, but incipient in almost all areas. In academic matters, it is important to make
an approach to the media (speci!cally magazines) that have been dedicated to publishing
studies related to the economy, politics, culture and history of India, speci!cally from
Mexico, the country from which this article is written.

The ascent of India in the world: hence the importance for its study
India has become a country that seeks to in"uence the current international system;

nowadays it is known as an emerging power. It participates within the main groups of
countries that make decisions, such as the G-20. It also demands greater leadership and
reform on the United Nations (Security Council) andtry to understand the development
from a concept different from the western one. Therefore, together with the countries of
the so-called BRICS group, they launched the “New Development Bank” to “!nance1

infrastructure projects of the countries that request it and are seeking to be an alternative
to the already typical international !nancing institutions dominated by the United
States”( 2015.)El Economista,
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Its rapid rise is due to the structural reforms, above all in economic matters, that Rajiv
Gandhi (grandson of Nehru) began in 1984, at the same time he was transitioning to
exporting culture to exporting technology, since the information industry represents an
angular pillar for its growth and economic development. In addition to this, by 2015,
India would have become the third most important economy in the world (Kent, 2015); In
turn, ECLAC published in 2012 the study called, “India and Latin America and the
Caribbean. Opportunities and challenges in their trade and investment relations “where
he mentions that India is responsible for 10% of the global growth in recent times, this
growth helped him emerge from the !nancial crisis of 2008 and 2009.

In the last 20 years India “has had a growth of between 6.5% and 8%, and the OECD
expects that by 2020 it will have an annual growth of 7.2%” (SELA, 2014.) It follows that
the Indian state has an important role in the world economy, despite its being a neighbor
of another emerging country—China. However, in recent years India has had a more
stable GDPgrowth than that of China.

With the abovementioned, there is demonstrated the main objective of the foreign
policy of that country, which seeks to contribute to overcoming economic immobility
through the international investment approach, the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank. To this approach India found itself obligated after 1991; let us remember
that “after its independence from the British crown in 1942, the multidiverse nation got
involved in an isolation—a very successful issue in a bipolar international context”
(Kent, 2015.)

Faced with a growing demand for consumption by the world’s largest
democracy—India—it is said by ECLAC (2012) that India will become the world’s !fth
most important consumer at the international level.As a result, the country has activated
its international relations with many regions of the globe, including Latin America
(LA.)Hence, such territory has ceased to be forgotten by India (Martino and Ossa, 2016.)
Since the 90s, cooperation in favor of investment and trade has been the main object of
these relations between India and LatinAmerica.

So then trade and investment between LA and India constitute a recent phenomenon,
only in its beginning stage (ECLAC, 2012.) “It is estimated that imports from India have
reached 10,000 million dollars worth in 2010; exports to India from Latin America (LA)
were at 9,000 million”(ECLAC, 2012, p. 37.) In addition, in 2010 there were few
countries with which India had trade relations; for example from 2008-2010, total
exports to LA on an average were destined for Brazil (38%), Chile (20.3%), Mexico
(17.7%), and Argentina (13.4%.) In contrast, imports from the region are distributed as
follows, 38.3% from Brazil, 18.6% from Mexico, 7.4% from Colombia, 6.2% from
Argentina, 5.7% from Peru, and 5.0% from Chile (ECLAC, 2012. p .39.)

However, the above does not mean that neither India nor the LA countries were
establishing diplomatic relations.An indicator of this is that the number of LA embassies
in the Asian country grew from 12 (in total there are 24 Latin American countries
represented) in 2003 to 18 in 2008; and from this it grew in the region from seven to 14.
India has also woven a total of 70 cooperation agreements with 21 countries in LAand the
Caribbean. (SELA, 2014, p.19.)

On the other hand, in 2012 according to ECLAC (p.63) recommended priority and
strategic areas in which both parties could work on South-South cooperation:
Development of joint strategies for the promotion of trade and investment; Cooperation
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in infrastructure, competitiveness and innovation; Climate change and economy and
ecological businesses; and Dialogue on policies of cooperation. In general, the economic
problemwas the minimum that could be expected, especially when facing an economic
giant that primarily seeks expansion and alimentary security.

As to the Mexico-Indiaconnection, thatis already more than six decades old, and has
been characterized by cordial, fraternal and well-intentionedassociations. “In general,
the bilateral relationship has been related to present circumstances and camaraderie allied
with international events in which both countries coincide” (Vazquez, 2016,
p.119.)Among the main events documented by Vazquez (2016), we !nd the 1962
Agreement on Culture and Technology, important for the exchange of ideas between
intellectuals, academics and others. In 1976 the !rst cultural meeting was held. By 1982,
attention had turned toward the issue of economics, concluding with an Economic
Cooperation Agreement—which was little used; but ten years later, in 1992, there began
to be direct investment-capital "ows from India to Mexico. In 2002, Mexico and India
were regardedas strategic partners, and by the decade of 2005 - 2015, the commercial
relationship had already grown exponentially to 288.7% (in money, from 1,519.9 Million
Dollars (MMD) to 5,908.1 MDD.) Finally, just as an interesting fact, “India is the eighth
investor of the Asian-Paci!c countries in Mexico; the number of companies with Indian
capital is 174, especially in the areas of auto parts, Tics (information technology), and
pharmaceuticals” (Vazquez, 2016, p.133.)

Faced with such a growing and thriving outlook on India and its relationship with LA
and especially with Mexico (the country that interests us), it is essential to have studies,
research, and opinions that allow us to have information, data and a well-diagnosed
relationship and context for Indian investment in Mexico. Not only that, but there must
also be knowledge about how to position our products in the Indian market—above all,
when scholars like Martino and Ossa (2016) comment that the global situation of this
relationship is ideal for beginning to make the Latin American school stronger on the
subject ofstudies about India.

In this regard, Vazquez says about the Mexico-India relationship, that promoting its
study, including the deepest and most detailed knowledge, is a prevailing need, as is the
dissemination of that knowledge around both countries. The foregoing “would contribute
to fortifying the bilateral relationship, especially as it would contribute to improvement
in production and the market” (Vazquez, 2016, p.135.)

Therefore, this study aims to substantiate the investigations that have been carried out
from within Mexico and published in Mexican journals of great scienti!c quality, like an
x-ray showing that much research still needs to be done in terms of generating knowledge
about the bilateral relationship.

Work methodology used
It was investigated in magazine web portals in order to !nd out the production on

various topics about India. These documents have been published by Mexican and
foreign specialists in Mexican journals. In this sense, the systematization and analysis of
publications aims to act as an x-ray of the literature generated from Mexico.

The documentary review of journals specialized in international relations,
transpaci!c relations or disciplines for purposes such as political science, social sciences,
history, among others, was carried out for the period from 2000 to 2019.
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As well, said research is of a documentary type, since the journals of the index of
scienti!c journals of Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (CONACYT) were
reviewed, plus other important journals that do not necessarily fall within that standard.

Publications on India are sought in multidisciplinary themes produced from Mexico,
either by Mexicans or by foreigners, but are published from Mexican research centers,
universities and institutions in general.

The census of journals that was taken as a reference for carrying out the documentary
research were the E-Magazines of CONACYT, speci!cally in the area of Social
Sciences: http://revistascienti!casconacyt.unam.edu/#/know/5

Magazines with publications about India

From the and other specialized magazines, therePadrón de Revistas del CONACYT

were found 54 magazines in which information of interest could possibly be located.

However in only 9 were found scienti!c articles and reviews on books directly related to

India. Speci!cally, out of the production from 2000 to 2016 in the country’s journals of

such quality and scienti!c rigor, only 16.6% of these journals published some Indian

material (Appendix 1.) These magazines are shown in TABLE 1, below.

Table 1.Mexican Magazines with Publications

Related to Studies on India(Footnotes)

Source:  Prepared by the authors
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One should note that of the nine journals where a scienti!c text or review related to
studies about India is published, only one journal—International Relations Magazineof
UNAM—is not in the catalog of journals indexed in CONACYT. It, however, comes
from one of the institutions of greater academic rigor in the !eld of Mexico’s
international relations.

In addition to the above, it should be noted that the institutions that have published
specialized texts on various Indian themes have some postgraduate and researchers in
areas where studies on the Asia-Paci!c region are addressed. However there are few
specialists concentrating on India.

Radiography in "gures of what was published about India 2000-2019
Table 2. Publications of Articles and Reviews on India

From 2000-2019 in Mexico

Source: Prepared by the authors based on a review of magazine portals
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As one can see in Table 2, the total number of articles published by the nine journals in
question is 3040; the total number of reviews is 1012. Together, they total 4052, but only
60 publications were located during the period studied. That is, of the totality published
by the 9 journals, 1.48% in 19 years has been concerned with the study of some topic
about India.

On the other hand, if an analysis is made per magazine, it can be found that
practically all the journals published only one article or review, and that 54 of the 60 were
concentrated in only three journals.Two of the three specialized in studies on Asia; the
other two, from a single institution, had a historical trajectory on studies in this subject.
(Appendix 2.)

One can also appreciate the fact that production in general terms isjust beginning,
since in 19 years there have been carried out only 60 works showing aspects of India. This
production does not necessarily serve as input for the current situation, given that we can
!nd texts on the history, life narratives, and political issues; rather than !gures or
international trade. There are few texts that address bilateral relations between the two
countries.

What is said about India according to the Mexican journalsstudiedMagazines with

more publications about India

Asian andAfrican Studies Magazine.
It was born in 1966 as at the Colegio de México, and itOriental StudiesMagazine

was in 1975 that it changed to the name it carries today. In this magazine, scienti!c
articles on the history and economics, social and political sciences of the peoples of Asia
and Africa are published. It is quarterly. It is the magazine that has published the most
around the country.

Of the 42 publications, the majority deal with questions of history, philosophy,
anthropology, and culture; very few address recent issues, circumstances, things
concerning economic studies, negotiation strategies, international cooperation,
investment, etc. And this is obvious, because the approach of the magazine once
reviewed is a historical-sociocultural approach.

However, we consider that it is important to know the historical framework of India;
therefore, the information generated at The College of Mexico by specialists onAsia who
publish in the magazine they themselves produce is of relevance. (Appendix 2)

International Forum Magazine.
It is a quarterly magazine published by the College of Mexico since 1960. It receives

contributions from nationals and foreigners on social sciences in general and on
international relations, political science, comparative politics, foreign policy and public
administration, in particular.

On the subject in question—India— the seven publications deal with recent
elections in India, on relations between this nation and Mexico, and even on economics
and institutions. These publications are recent; they serve as a frame of reference for
those studying bilateral relations between Mexico and this country
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Table 3. Publications on India

in International Forum Magazine

Source:Prepared by the authors based on International Forum (2000-2019)

Portes Magazine, Mexican magazine of studies on the Paci"c Rim
The purpose of the publication is to disseminate research on exchanges between

Mexico and Asian countries, including commercial, !nancial, technological, political,
diplomatic and cultural exchanges, as well as international organizations active in the
Paci!c region, especially the Forum ofAsia-Paci!c Economic Cooperation (APEC.)

There were foud four publications related with our research object of the time from
2000-2019.
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It can clearly be observed and analyzed in the titles of the publications, that these
deal with issues of interest to students of the bilateral relationship, including the
publication related to the cement industry. This could have to do withmaterials for
Mexican companies of this type that want to invest in the distant Indian country.

Magazines with at least one publication

Table 5 shows us other journals that at least had one publication on topics related to
India in the period studied.As one can read in the titles of their publications, the topics are
economics, bilateral relations and water issues. This draws attention to the publication
related to economic reforms, because like China—the other competitor on the Asian
continent—the interior of India went through a series of reforms, and these have
permitted its current intense economic relations with the world.

Conclusions
After the exhaustive review of the production generated in the main academic

journals of prestigious Mexican institutions dedicated to the study of international,
transpaci!c relations; social sciences; and humanities, we conclude that despite the
growing interest in the Asian region during recent years, the studies of India in Mexico
are a subject little addressed in the most important academic media such as specialized
magazines. Accordingly, in this sense it was established that the production generated in
many of these periodicals is not related to the current situation of the country. Rather,
they correspond to historical studies which, although they are important, do not generate
an integral vision of the areas of opportunity that could be expanded in the Mexico-India
bilateral relationship.

Regarded thus, it is considered that the studies of India represent an excellent
opportunity for academics from all over the world, and speci!cally for those who wish to
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publish from Mexican dissemination platforms, given that it is still an area of studies not
speci!cally addressed in journals specializing in international themes. As a
recommendation, issues related to South-South cooperation; the development of joint
strategies for the promotion of trade and investment; cooperation in infrastructure,
competitiveness and innovation; climate change and economy and ecological
commerce; and dialogue on cooperation policies, are those regarded as
capableofsubsidizing the potentialization of that Mexico-India bilateral relationship
which could be promoted from the !eld of academia and scienti!c studies.
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